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Product certification schemes play an integral role in influencing purchasing behaviour and therefore the environmental and socio-
economic impact that products can have in the world. The GBCA has demonstrated how the assessment and reference of product
certification schemes in Green Star SA rating tools has resulted in a rapid increase in products targeting certification under product
certification schemes (approximately 1000 products labelled in the space of 2 years). The GBCSA seeks to have a similar impact in the
industry by assessing and referencing product certification schemes (and not directly assessing products themselves or developing a
product certification scheme).

This document provides the GBCSA’s process and overview of the compliance requirements for the assessment of product certification
schemes that have been developed to enable product certification schemes to be assessed by the Green Building Council of South Africa
(GBCSA) for recognition within the Green Star SA rating tools.

As part of the GBCSA’s Green Star SA - Interiors rating tool development programme in 2013 and 2014, the GBCSA developed a process
and criteria to assess product certification schemes (adapted to local market conditions from the GBCA'’s process and criteria). The GBCSA
used the criteria to assess various product certification schemes (also called product ecolabels) and categorise them in three categories
(A. B and C, where C is good, B is better and A is best).

141 product certification scheme labels have been assessed and categorised by the GBCSA thus far (please refer to section 3 of this
document to view the list). Further product certification schemes would need to apply for assessment by the GBCSA according to the
process set out under section 4 of this document.

Comment on the GBCSA’s assessment of product certification schemes:

The GBCSA welcomes feedback on an ongoing basis to ensure that this process continues to evolve and reflect best practice in product
certification to environmental and social performance standards. Please address feedback to the greenstarsa@gbcsa.org.za, with 'Process
for Evaluating Product Certification Schemes' in the subject line.
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The Assessment Criteria presented in this document apply only to voluntary third-party certification schemes that:

e conduct product-focused environmental and social assessment of products that are directly applicable to the Green Star SA rating
tools (products used in the construction, fitout and maintenance/operations of buildings);

e award a licence that authorises the use of a label on products; and

e award a licence and label that is representative of overall environmental preference of a product within a particular product category.

The criteria used by the GBCSA to assess product certification schemes shall be reviewed periodically, to incorporate feedback and
industry development/improvement. The GBCSA reserves the right to incorporate technical and / or editorial amendments to this
document as well as the assessment criteria and review process at any time in the future. Major changes will be done with adequate
warning given to product certification schemes (typically 6-12 months).

A product certification scheme (ecolabel) that has been categorised as Level A, B or C by the GBCSA is valid as such according to the
GBCSA for as long as either, no changes are made to the product certification scheme that would change its compliance with the GBCSA's
criteria for the level of rating achieved, or, the GBCSA has not changed its criteria of how Level A, B and C are achieved and defined. If
either of these change, the rating is no longer valid. In the case where the product certification scheme has made changes that will affect
its rating by the GBCSA, it is the responsibility of the product labelling scheme owner to notify the GBCSA of such changes and have their
scheme re-assessed at their own cost. Where the GBCSA makes changes to the criteria, the GBCSA will notify all product labelling
schemes of such changes, and will ask all scheme owners to confirm whether or not they comply with the changes, which may result in
the GBCSA requiring scheme owner’s to provide evidence to the GBCSA verifying their rating level according to the revised criteria. The
GBCSA reserves the right to charge a review fee if a significant review is required for the scheme to remain rated by the GBCSA - the
determination of whether a review is significant is at the GBCSA'’s discretion.
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The assessment criteria consist of the following two parts which cover various criteria that are evaluated as part of the assessment of the
product certification schemes:

Part I - General aspects related to the product certification scheme
1. Independent Assessment
Representative of Best Practice
. Transparent Methodology

2

3

4. Onsite Verification

5. Environmental Claims
6

Data Collection

Part II - Specific environmental and social considerations of the product certifications scheme
1. Energy & Green House Gas Emissions
. Toxicity

Resource Extraction and Efficiency

Social and Environmental Compliance

2

3

4. Water
5

6. Durability and end of life
7. Local content

The criteria are used to establish a score for a product certification scheme, which equate to a categorisation of A, B or C. The criteria and
score sheet is set out in an excel assessment tool provided by the GBCSA at www.gbcsa.org.za.
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The GBCSA does not prescribe which initiatives are required to be targeted from the above list, only in the case where criteria are noted
as ‘conditional’ do they form a minimum requirement for all product certification schemes to comply with. The table below indicates how
many of the ‘conditional’ criteria (minimum of four) must be met to be eligible for categorisation by the GBCSA as Level A, B or C, and
also shows the points required to achieve either a Level A, B or C rating.

Level Conditional Criteria to be Eligible for a Rating Part I & II Points Scored
A 4 of the 6 conditional criteria in Part I must be Achieving a score of 25 or more across Parts I &
satisfied to be eligible for a rating IT combined, results in a Level A rating
B 4 of the 6 conditional criteria in Part I must be Achieving a score of 18 to 24 inclusive across
satisfied to be eligible for a rating Parts I & II combined, results in a Level B rating
C 4 of the 6 conditional criteria in Part I must be Achieving a score of 8 to 17 inclusive across Parts
satisfied to be eligible for a rating I & II combined, results in a Level C rating
No Rating (NR) No rating is awarded when more than 2 conditional criteria in Part I are not met or by achieving a score
of less than 8 across Parts I & II combined.

After submission of all evidence to the GBCSA confirming compliance with the criteria and after assessment thereof by the GBCSA's
independent reviewers, the product certification schemes are categorised into the three categories A, B and C, according to the point
thresholds shown above.

Below is a list of product certification scheme labels assessed and published by the GBCSA to date (the row colour key is shown below):

Level C achieved
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No. Ecolabel Conditionals | Partl Part Il Total Certification Level

Score Score Score

2 Blue Angel - RAL-UZ 38 Furniture and Slatted Frames Pass 1 13 14 Level C
3 Nordic Swan - Indoor Paints and Varnishes Pass 1 7 8 Level C
4 Nordic Swan - Textiles, hides, skins and leather Pass 2 15 17 Level C
5 Nordic Swan - Furniture and Fitments Pass 2 13 15 Level C
6 Nordic Swan - Floor Coverings Pass 2 15 17 Level C
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18 Eco Standard - ecostandard.co.za (1 star rating) Pass 12 15 Level C
19 Holz von Hier Pass 6 8 Level C
20 EU Ecolabel - Hard Coverings Pass 13 15 Level C
21 EU Ecolabel - Paints & Varnishes Pass 8 10 Level C
22 EU Ecolabel - Textile Coverings Pass 10 12 Level C
23 EU Ecolabel - Wooden Coverings Pass 13 15 Level C
24 EU Ecolabel - Wooden Furniture Pass 10 12 Level C
25 GECA 28-2010 v2.1 - Furniture Fittings and Foam (Level A) Pass 13 16 Level C
2 eee
27 GECA 25-2011 v2 - Floor Coverings Pass 14 16 Level C
28 GECA 04-2011 v2 - Panel Boards Pass 14 16 Level C
29 GECA 40-2008 v1.1 - Hard Surfacing Pass 15 17 Level C
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83 GreenTag GreenRate Level A18 No LCA Pass 4 13 17 Level C
84 GreenTag GreenRate Level A19 No LCA Pass 4 12 16 Level C
85 GreenTag GreenRate Level A20 No LCA Pass 4 13 17 Level C
86 GreenTag GreenRate Level A21 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C
87 GreenTag GreenRate Level A22 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C
88 GreenTag GreenRate Level A23 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C
89 GreenTag GreenRate Level A24 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C

13
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110 | GreenTag GreenRate Level B1 No LCA Pass 4 10 14 Level C
111 | GreenTag GreenRate Level B2 No LCA Pass 4 13 17 Level C
112 | GreenTag GreenRate Level B3 No LCA Pass 4 13 17 Level C
113 | GreenTag GreenRate Level B4 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C
114 | GreenTag GreenRate Level B5 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C
115 GreenTag GreenRate Level B6 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C
116 | GreenTag GreenRate Level B7 No LCA Pass 4 11 15 Level C

14
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GreenTag GreenRate Level C4 No LCA
138 | GreenTag GreenRate Level C5 No LCA

40 GreenTag GreenRate Level C7 No LCA
141 GreenTag GreenRate Level C8 No LCA
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247 GreenTag GreenRate Level C2 No LCA (Assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 13 17 Level C
248 GreenTag GreenRate Level C3 No LCA (Assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 13 17 Level C
249 GreenTag GreenRate Level C4 No LCA (assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 13 17 Level C
250 GreenTag GreenRate Level C5 No LCA (Assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 13 17 Level C
251 GreenTag GreenRate Level C6 No LCA (Assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 12 16 Level C
252 GreenTag GreenRate Level C7 No LCA (Assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 13 17 Level C
253 | GreenTag GreenRate Level C8 No LCA (Assembly/manufacture in RSA) Pass 4 12 16 Level C
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Where product certification schemes are not already assessed or wish to be re-assessed based on revised information, the process for
assessment by the GBCSA is as follows:

1. Request a quotation from the GBCSA for ‘Product Certification Scheme Assessment’ via greenstarsa@gbcsa.org.za

2. Provide a list of the labels within the product certification schemes that are required to be assessed by the GBCSA

3. The GBCSA provides a quotation for the assessment within two weeks from receiving adequate information to prepare the
quotation

4. The product certification scheme organisation pays for the assessment, and submits all relevant evidence in support of specific
criteria being met, including a completed GBCSA assessment tool per label.

5. The assessment is undertaken and completed by the GBCSA and issued to the organisation within 8 weeks from the date of
payment. There could be requests for some additional information during this period. (The GBCSA will contract an independent
company to undertake the assessment.)

6. The assessment result can be appealed once with final revised/additional information.

7. The final assessment result of the product certification scheme label is final. Further appeal will require a full re-assessment and
full payment.

8. The final result will be added to the list of published labels assessed by the GBCSA.

Estimated GBCSA fees for the assessment of product certification schemes per label for 2017 are: R 22,000 excl VAT

Where similar labels exist within the same scheme, the fees will be calculated per label that needs to be assessed, but will take into
account where repetitive work takes place that the fee can be reduced.
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