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WRC Background
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Promotes co-ordination, co-operation and communication in the area of water research and 

development;

Establishes water research needs and priorities;

Stimulates and funds water research;

Promotes effective transfer of research and innovation; 

Enhances knowledge and capacity building within the water sector

Water Resource Management | Water-Linked Ecosystems | Water Use and Waste Management | Water 

Utilisation in Agriculture 

Climate Resilience | Water & Big Data | Water Quality & Health | Water-Energy-Food Nexus | Water Scarcity & 

Extreme Weather Events | Water Behaviours

Water 

Research 

Act  (Act No. 

34 of 1971 

as amended) 



Context
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SA ranked 19th in the world for its contribution to published research 

related to water and wastewater; 

Challenge: translation of world class research into innovations that 

address current and future socio-economic challenges and the 

development of a sustainable economy.

(Pouris, 2013; Rose and Winter, 2015)



8-Oct-17 File name 4

Framework for Water Sensitive Settlements in RSA, “Two histories, 
one future” (Developing World)

Socio-political and economic reality

Armitage et al, 2014 – adapted from Brown



Hosting the Water RDI PMU
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•10 year plan for and set of investment 
priorities for Water RDI in SA (2015 – 2025)

• Structured framework that focuses the 
contribution of RDI to national policy, 
strategy, planning needs.

• A high level planning tool that facilitates 
and guides refocusing of research, 
reprioritization of funds, synergising of 
existing initiatives and ring-fencing of new 
resources in order to facilitate a more 
optimal water innovation system.



Decision Making Tools & Guidelines
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Decision Making Tools & Guidelines
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Detailed overview of the specific 

industry in South Africa

- Determine local electricity, water, and 

effluent prices and by-laws within 

which these industries function, 

- Evaluate trends + indicators water 

conservation demand management and 

environmental imperatives. 

- Critical evaluation - specific industry 

water (including wastewater) 

management processes adopted

- Adoption of key concepts e.g. cleaner 

production, water pinch, etc. 

NEW for 2nd editions: Recommendations 

on the best practice for industry. 

Water Use Efficiency work @WRC
The National Surveys (NATSURVs) 



IPAP 2017



IPAP 2017





Hosting of Water Technologies Demonstration 
Programme (WADER)
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Innovations and Technology
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Critical Role of Partnerships
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THANK YOU

Chantal Ramcharan-Kotze

chantalrk@wrc.org.za 083 265 5756

partnerships@wrc.org.za
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